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Synopsis

Visionary theologian and evolutionary theorist Pierre Teilhard de Chardin applied his whole life, his
tremendous intellect, and his great spiritual faith to building a philosophy that would reconcile
religion with the scientific theory of evolution. In this timeless book, which contains the quintessence
of his thought, Teilhard argues that just as living organisms sprung from inorganic matter and
evolved into ever more complex thinking beings, humans are evolving toward an "omega

point"a "defined by Teilhard as a convergence with the Divine.
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Customer Reviews

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881-1945) was a Jesuit Priest, theologian, philosopher, and
paleontologist who expanded on the concept of the noosphere originated by the Russian
mineralogist and geochemist, Vladimir I. Vernadsky (1863-1945) who also originated the concept of
the biosphere- the "life zone" where all biological life exists between the crust of the earth to the
lower atmosphere or the "life envelope" surrounding our planet.The "noosphere" or "thinking layer",
according to Chardin, comes about at that point in time when humans evolve to the realization of a
global human consciousness and is totally aware of itself and then headed for the ultimate
destination- the "Omega Point" or "Kingdom of God". At this point, the earth is enveloped by a
collective human consciousness.Chardin uses both science and theology to support this theory and
his dissertation on this is fascinating and thought provoking. Unlike most of his religious peers, he

was a proponent of directional evolution and that Darwin had hit upon the proof of God’s intent, that



final destination of the human conscious evolution where the Creator is realized. Darwin, of course,
preferred to distance himself from theological assumptions of species evolution, especially so with
us humans and his religious wife.Chardin distinguishes humans from all other life-forms because of
our abilities to contemplate our existence, hence, the uniqueness of or the "phenomenon of man".
Hopefully, he concludes, that the human family will evolve to be totally conscience, intelligent and
loving, cooperative, and rising far above our current chaotic existence. Amen to that lofty, but
desirable goal!
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